
 

 

Bankside Hall 

Was owned by the Ormerod family of Waterbarn Mill and was possibly built by them. The 

house became the home of James Smith, a sizer from Burnley who came to live in Bacup, 

about 1834, and built Tong Mills. James and his wife Ann had a large family of eleven 

children, but only eight survived, five daughters and three sons. Two of the sons, Richard and 

Robert went into business with their father, one of the daughters, Mary married William 

Sutcliffe of Hempsteads the owner of Yorkshire Street  Corn Mill which stood next to the 

mill owned by James, and Ann married Joshua Lord (see Forest House ).  

Following Jame’s death from heart failure in 1844, Richard made Bankside his home along 

with his second wife Sophia. ( See Oak House )  

 

On the 30
th

 August 1855, the house was put up for auction at the George and Dragon Inn in 

the centre of town along with various outbuildings including coach house, barn and shippon 

and a further lot comprising Sod Hey Farm. Part of the advert read: “Capital Mansion House 

with gardens and pleasure grounds belonging thereto, and same as are now in the 

occupation of Miss Ormerod at the rent of £60 per annum. Also all three cottages in front 

of the said mansion house in the occupations of James Hargreaves, James Heap and 

Thomas Ashworth as yearly tenants with rents at £8.5s per annum”. 

In 1889, the house and grounds came up for sale again owing to a dispute between the heirs-

at-law of John Dawson, who had made alterations to the house but never lived in it. The 

property had been thrown into chancery and had been the subject of litigation throughout the 

previous twenty years being rented out by various families including several of Bacup’s early 

doctors. 



 

 

The house and grounds were bought by Henry Maden for the sum of £1,900. It had been 

Henry's intention that his son should live at the house and that part of the farmland purchased 

at the same time should be used for a public recreation ground but he died before his idea 

could be carried out. 

 


