
 

 

Court Reports 

 

 
29

th
  September 1875 

Assault on a Policeman 

 

Martin and James English. Irishmen, brothers, and unfavourably known to the public were on 

Monday at the Bacup police court charged before E. Hoyle and T. Aitken, Esqrs., with having 

on Sunday night, at a quarter past 10’oclock, assaulted P-C. Chamley. It appeared that Martin 

English and five or six other young men were quarrelling in Lee-street and challenging each 

other to a fight The policeman ordered them off. and they all went but Martin English. He 

struck the constable in the breast and knocked him down. Some of the others then returned. 

and followed up the attack. James English taking a very active part Martin was apprehended 

the same night, and James the following morning.  

 

Martin was ordered to be bound over to keep the peace, but failed to find sureties, and was 

sent to prison in default for one month. He was also fined 40s and costs for the assault on the 

police, but was committed for two months default; and James was  also fined 40s and costs 

for his share in the transaction.  

 

14
th

 August 1908  

A  Bacup Romance, girl and tramp weaver  

 

At Bacup police court, on Saturday, William, McCarthy, a Bacup man, was charged on 

warrant with deserting his wife and his children, at present inmates of the Haslingden 

workhouse. Mr Luty, the Bacup relieving officer, said the story read like a romance. The 

defendant came from Burnley to Bacup and lived in a common lodging-house Whilst there, 

his present wife, the daughter of respectable parents, became enamoured of the prisoner, and 

they eloped together she being then only sixteen years of age. For the next two or three years 

they tramped the country, visiting Rochdale, Oldham, Bradford, Leeds  and other places, 

living chiefly by begging. Eventually the pair got married and drifted to Manchester, where 

the wife' became a match seller in the streets. When her second child was born prisoner 

deserted her and now owed the Guardians £2 2s. for her maintenance. The magistrates told 

McCarthy it was a bad case and sent him to prison for four months with hard labour without 

the option of a fine. 

 
20th January 1894 

From dock to bench  

 

At Bacup Police Court, yesterday morning, Mr Maden, M.P., for Rossendale, was fined 5s. 

for having the chimney of his cashier's office on fire on the 5th inst. The Chairman said  it 

was not often they had to fine members of Parliament. Mr Maden paid the fine, and then took 

his seat on the bench, the Chairman (Mr Hargreaves) remarking that it was case of from dock 

to bench. 

 

 



 

 

29
th

 October 1870  

Attempt to blow up safe with gunpowder 

  

On Saturday morning W William Hoyle, alias "Whiskey Bill, a  returned convict, was 

brought up before the Bacup magistrates on a charge of burglary. On Thursday night early 

Friday morning, the counting-house attached to the premises of the Shameyford Cotton  

Spinning and Manufacturing Company were forcibly entered.  

 

The desk and drawers were wrenched open, and some £2 in gold, silver, copper, and receipt 

stamps extracted. The flap over the lock of the safe was broken off, and a determined attempt 

was made to blow the safe open with gunpowder. The desk and floor underneath and about 

the safe were burnt with the explosion, but the attempt was a complete failure, and the thieves 

decamped without their expected booty. The prisoner was discharged, as the police had not 

sufficient evidence to connect him with the robbery. 

 

17
th

 March 1900  

 

John Pickup, Carter of Rockliffe was summoned for selling coals in sacks without labels. 

Police clerk Profit said that at 11.45 on Wednesday he saw defendant delivering sacks of coal 

from a lurry on Bankside Lane. He counted 18 sacks without labels as required by the by law. 

He drew defendants attention to the matter, and the defendant said he did not know he should 

have labels on. Witness weighed one of the sacks and found it to be correct. The chief 

constable said the bye-law had been posted up. Fined 5s and costs. Patrick Foy labourer, 

Bottoms Row Stacksteads, was summoned for maintenance arrears. The Chief Constable said 

this man was before the courts on  2nd August 1899 for assaulting his wife and was then 

fined 5s and costs and a separation order was granted with 5s a week. Defendant went to 

prison for assaulting his wife. He understood defendant had gone to live with his wife again. 

The Magistrate asked " have you gone back to your wife " Defendant " Yes Sir ", The 

Magistrate asked " Why haven't you paid this money". Defendant " I don't know, I thought I 

was straight when I went back to live with her ". The magistrate asked " Did you think you 

could back here and pay nothing ".Sentenced to seven days in prison or pay 9s owed and 

costs. Defendant " I have not got it today".  

 

Michael Monaghan a weaver from Sandholes Row, Stacksteads, was also summoned for not 

paying maintenance arrears. The Chief Constable said this was a similar case. This man had 

also gone back to his wife, and owed £1 1s. The separation order was made on the 29th 

August. Defendant said " I thought I was straight with going down". The Chief Constable 

said that in October 1899, defendant was committed for a month with liberty to settle and he 

had not paid the fine. The Magistrate said " You will have to pay this money or have fourteen 

days". 

 

3
rd

 February  1872 

A Shipwrecked Sailors Unfortunate Adventure  

 

John Allsopp, a coloured man, who said he came from Baltimore, was brought up on a charge 

of vagrancy. Owen W Williams, a commercial traveller from Rochdale stated that at half-past 

two o’clock in the afternoon of the previous day he was driving up Newchurch Road when 

the prisoner beckoned for him to stop. Witness took no notice of the prisoner, when the latter 

again called out, “Heigh, stop, I want you”, ran up to the conveyance and took hold of the 

horses head. Allsopp was under the influence of drink, and Mr Williams asked him what he 



 

 

wanted when prisoner replied relief and said he was a shipwrecked sailor from America and 

was hard up.  

 

Mr Wiliams refused to give him anything and said that if he did not leave go of the horses 

head he would give him charge to the police, whereupon prisoner began to use the most 

disgusting language and refused to go away. The police were sent for, and very soon P.C.’S 

Bull and Heywood were on the scene and assisted Allsopp into one of the cells at the police 

station. In answer to the charge prisoner said he had nothing to say, he was very drunk at the 

time, he hoped the magistrates would forgive him, as he had a wife and three children. He 

was committed to prison for one month. 

 

May 30th 1863.  

Arrears In Bastardy  

 

James Nuttall, a factory operative, was brought up in custody on the above charge. The 

complainant, Alice Ann Heyes, of Milland, sued for £2.3s said to be the amount of arrears 

and the usual cost, allowed in cases of this nature. She stated that she was without parents and 

had not been able to work since her confinement and that the prisoner had not paid her any 

money since the birth of her child. In answer to the charge, prisoner said that he had been out 

of work till late but was now working five days a week at 1s, 8d per day. He could not pay 

the money now, but might perhaps be able to pay some next week. Mr Dawson said that if the 

prisoner did not pay the money he had no choice but to commit him for two months. 

 

May 30th 1863 

Assault on a policeman  
 

On Thursday at the courthouse, before John Dawson Esq, and Captain Aitken, John O’ Hara, 

James Gorman, and Thomas Haley, were charged with an offence of the above nature. 

P.C.Pickering said that about twelve o’clock the previous night the three prisoners were 

shouting and making a great deal of noise upon the Newchurch, Road, Stacksteads. He 

several times requested them to go away when O’Hara and Gorman seized him by the collar, 

of his coat and tore it. He succeeded in getting the prisoner O’Hara handcuffed when Haley 

seized him by the legs and tried to put him on the ground. P.C.Taylor came to his assistance, 

and they succeeded with much difficulty in bringing O’Hara to Bacup. The other prisoners 

escaped but were afterwards captured in the town, and safely lodged in the lockups. 

P.C.Taylor corroborated the evidence of the last witness. In answer to the charges, O’Hara 

said that he had had a friend over from Bradford, who had paid from some drink for him and 

acknowledged being drunk but denied assault.  

 

The other two prisoners said that what they did was to persuade the officer to let O’Hara go. 

The prisoners have been previously convicted, and are “ known” to the police. It is said that 

O’Hara was in receipt of 2s.6d a week from the parish. They were sentenced to the following 

terms of imprisonment, namely O’Hara, 28 days, Gorman 21 days, Hayley 14 days. 

 

 


