
 

 

Fred & Benjamin Nicholls  

 

Benjamin enlisted in Rawtenstall, he 

was the son of Benjamin and Hannah 

Hargreaves nee Nicholls, of 12, 

Tunstead Mill Terrace, Stacksteads 

Bacup. His mother was notified that 

her son was missing in action in May 

1918, but did not receive official 

notification until June 1919, that he had been presumed killed in action on the 

21st March. Benjamin, his mother was told had last been seen near a place 

called Hargicourt, near St Quentin, on the date he was posted as missing the 

21st March 1918, the Germans had surrounded a number of British troops in 

this location and it was certain this is where Benjamin fell. We know that 

Benjamin’s battalion was part of 66th 2nd East Lancashire division; on the 21st 

March 1918 the 66th along with the 24th Division faced 6 German Divisions 

who unleashed a terrific bombardment of artillery and mustard gas on the 

British troops. The battle took a tremendous amount of life. On the morning of 

21st March, the Brigade strength equalled 2,300, when roll call was taken on 31 

March there were only 461 replies. Benjamin was 21 when he was killed, before 

joining up he worked at the Waterbarn Woollen mill and attended Waterbarn 

Baptist Chapel. He joined the colours in October 1916, along with his brother 

Fred, they both trained together and left England for France together, in March 

1917. 

 

Fred was 20, and had joined the colours at the same time as his brother 

Benjamin Nicholls. Both brothers joined up together in October 1916 and 

trained together before arriving in France together in March 1917. Fred a 

member of the 2
nd

 5
th

 East Lancashire regiment was wounded and died in the 

Canadian Military Hospital on the 29th October before his father who had 

travelled to France could be with him. He was buried in Boulogne Eastern 

Cemetery. 

 


