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The gatehouse that once would have policed visitors to Fernhill House still remains. At the time of 

the loom riots of 1826, the eight bedroomed Fernhill House was the home of the Ormerod family. 

Following the death of George Ormerod in 1866, the house was put up for sale. The house was 

bought by James Munn, son of Robert Munn of Heath Hill; he lived there with his family until 1871, 

when the house was put up for sale following Jame’s death from drowning whilst taking part in the 

Lytham Regatta. 

 The house was described in the sale documents as. “Beautifully situated Mansion house and Estate 

overlooking Stacksteads near Bacup substantially stone-built and comprises entrance hall, back 

entrance hall and side entrance, dining room, drawing room, breakfast room, 7 bedrooms, 2 

dressing rooms, bathroom and water closet, nursery, store and housemaid's closet. Domestic 

offices comprising lavatory and water closet, servants hall, kitchen, pantries, closets, larder, wine 

and ale cellars. Outbuildings comprising a six stalled stable, shippon with tying for six cows, 

cowman's room, saddle room, granary, large coach house. Large walled in the garden containing 

choice and healthy young fruit trees”.  

By 1896, the house was owned by William Mitchell J.P a one-time M.P of Burnley. William died on 

the 5th March 1914. Six months later, following the outbreak of the First World War, it was 

suggested during a meeting of the Bacup Hospital Charities Committee on August 15 1914, by Mr 

J.H.Lord (Treasurer) that Bacup might follow the lead of some other towns in offering a suitable 

place to the Military Authorities for use as a hospital for the treatment of the sick and wounded in 

the war. 



 

 

Fourteen, days later the matter of a Rest Station or Convalescent home was brought once again to 

the attention of the local officials of the Nursing Division when a Mrs Tweedale organizing secretary 

of the Red Cross Association for Lancashire visited the Ambulance drill hall at Bacup. Mrs Tweedale 

felt that Bacup was an ideal place for the setting of a Convalescent Home where the injured soldiers 

could recuperate and take advantage of the bracing air. 

 

The hospital opened on the 29th November 1914 and closed on 28th February 1919, and by this 

time, over 738 men had passed through the doors of Fernhill and Acre Mill. In 1927 the house was 

sold by its then-owner A.R.Disley and, within months, the housing estate that today makes up the 

Fern Hill estate began to be built, the name being changed to Fern Hill at the time. 

 


