
 

 

Bacup Fire Reports 

 
 Chapel Fire  24th October 1892 
 

Early this morning, Beulah United Methodist Free Church Britannia, near Bacup, was 

destroyed by fire. The outbreak was discovered soon after four a. m. and in a short time 

the building was gutted. The cause of the fire is supposed to be due to a defective 

heating apparatus.The chapel was built eight years ago at a cost of 3,000 and is insured 

for £1,000 the water supply was very bad.  
  
 
A Bacup Mill Fire 18th December 1908  
 

Damage estimated at  £10,000 was caused a fire which occurred Thursday morning 

Olive Mill cotton manufacturers, Bacup, The fire originated the throstle room the 

ground floor, and quickly spread to the second and third storeys, in which was a large 

quantity of valuable preparation machinery, much which was seriously damaged. A 

large number of workpeople will out of employment for several weeks. The origin the fire 

is not known. 

 

Blaze Destroys Clubhouse 19th January 1939   

 

Bacup Golf Club, which is situated in one of the highest parts of the borough. Bacup Fire 

Brigade saved the adjoining house occupied by the steward and stewardess. Mr and Mrs 

G. W. Taylor, and also the premises of Bacup Radio Relay Company at the other end of 

the building. The fire began in the bar, and the stock was destroyed as well as golf 

equipment. Mr and Mrs Taylor and their son were awakened by smoke and escaped 

down the stairs to the kitchen. 

 

 

Fire at Saw Mill 22nd December 1866  

 

On Wednesday night, about eleven o'clock, as a police officer was on duty in Burnley-

road, he found that Mr John Law's saw-mill was on fire, and immediately caused alarm 

and woke up the people in the district. Superintendent Holden and a staff of men were 

soon on the spot, and messages were sent to different mills in the neighbourhood for 

their hose and water-piping to connect with the mains in the street, but the pipes 

getting mixed some delay was occasioned, and the fire was rapidly extending. 

 

 However, the water-force was very strong, and soon after the men had commenced to 

play upon the building the result was quite apparent, and by about a quarter to twelve 

the fire was subdued, and shortly after extinguished. The damage will be about £100 to 

both stock and building, neither of which is insured. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

House Fire  31st January 1914  

 

Considerable damage was done by an outbreak fire dwelling-house in Plantation-street, 

Bacup, late Wednesday evening. The house was occupied by Charles Lord, a quarryman, 

and there was one in at the time. A little girl, who noticed smoke escaping -under the 

door of the house, discovered the fire. She at raised alarm, but despite the efforts of 

some people living in the district flames got firm hold, and the fire brigade had sent for. 

arriving they found that the house was burning fiercely and that there appeared to be 

some danger adjoining property becoming involved. 

 

 Fortunately this was averted, though the flames were not extinguished until practically 

all the furniture in Lord's dwelling had been destroyed. Water did much damage to the 

contents of the house a,nd shop in Market-street underneath Lord's premises. The 

amount of the damage is estimated over £100.00 

 

22nd December 1888 Fatal Fire At Mill  

 

About five o'clock on Monday afternoon fire was discovered in the second storey of an 

extensive cotton waste mill Pippinbank, Bacup, belonging to Mr James Hargreaves. 

Owing to the very inflammable nature of the contents the fire spread with alarming 

rapidity, and in a very short time the whole building was in flames, which lit up the 

country for miles around. An old man named Lord, who was employed on the top storey, 

lost his life. When the fire broke out a young man named Briggs gallantly went to help 

him out, and got him on his back, but on reaching the second storey, where the fire was 

raging, he was compelled to lay down his burden to save his own life.  

 

The roof foil in before six o'clock, and about the same time the Rawtenstall Fire Brigade 

arrived and was followed by the Whitworth brigade, both of which did good service. The 

building was completely gutted, but a small portion of the stock was saved. The damage 

done amounts to nearly £8,000, about one-fourth of which is covered by insurance. The 

body of the man Lord was found in the ruins on Tuesday morning, very little burnt, 

death apparently being due to suffocation. 

 

Early Morning Fire 2nd May 1906  

 

A fire was discovered about one o’clock this morning in the shop of Mr T. Robertshaw 

tobacconist and athletic outfitter, in Market-street, Bacup. When the fire brigade 

arrived the inside of the shop was like a furnace and on an entrance being effected the 

flames burst out in such volumes to reach the second storey.  

 

The firemen were at work five hours before the fire wan properly subdued, and then 

practically everything in the shop had been burnt. The brigade, however. were 

successful in confining the fire almost entirely to the shop premises. 

 

 

 


