
 

 

Lance Corporal George Albert Mills 

Service Number 202930 

Date of  Death 22/03/1918 

2/4th Battalion East Lancashire Regiment 

Commemorated on Pozieres Memorial  

Panel Reference 42 & 43 

 

George was the son of Sutcliffe and Sarah Mills of 20 Albert Terrace, Bacup and was aged 22 
when he was listed as missing in action.  The 2/4th battalion East Lancashire Regiment  was 
absorbed into the  1/4th East Lancashire’s in February 1918, they then, transferred to 198th 
Brigade in 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division, and absorbed 2/4th Battalion  renamed 4th 
Battalion. 

The 66th 2nd East Lancashire Division took part in the battle of St Quentin, which took place 
from the 21st March 1918 to the 23rd March 1918. The offensive titled by the Germans as 
“Operation Michael”  began at 4.40 on the 21st March when the German artillery opened up on 
British positions, south west of St Quentin.  The Germans used a mixture of trench mortars, 
mustard gas, chlorine gas, tear gas and smoke canisters concentrating them on the forward 
trenches, while heavy artillery bombarded the rear areas to destroy allied artillery and supply 
lines. 3.2 million Shells were fired during the opening barrage alone then under cover of a thick 
fog the Germans swept forward overwhelming the British.  

On the second day of the offensive 22nd March, which is the day that George was listed as 
missing, the Germans continued their vicious onslaught pushing the British to retreat further and 
further back.  

The 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division lost 7,023 men, six other divisions each lost more than 
5,000 men, the men from the Fifth army of which George would have been part of  have no 
known grave and are commemorated on the Pozières Memorials. Georges medal award was the 
British and Victory medals. 

The memorial relates to the period of crisis in March and April 1918 when the Allied Fifth Army 
was driven back by overwhelming numbers across the former Somme battlefields, and the 
months that followed before the Advance to Victory, which began on 8 August 1918. 
 


