
 

 

 Jack &  Hardman Savory  

 

Hardman was the second son of Mr and Mrs William Savory 

of  9 Branch Street, Stacksteads; before enlisting on the 14
th

 

November he worked as a weaver at Hargreaves Mill, played 

cricket for Stacksteads Cricket club and was a member of 

Acre Mill Sunday school. Hardman was unofficially reported 

to have been killed in action in France, his parents receiving 

the news in a letter written and sent by another Bacup soldier. 

Following the first letter a second letter was received which 

read: 

“Dear Madam,  

I very much regret that I must send you very bad news of your son, Private H. Savory, No 

14521. Yesterday evening, Wednesday October 6
th

, as we were carrying supplies of wire up to 

the trenches, he was hit by a stray bullet and died almost immediately. Lance Corporal H Steer, 

of the same platoon as your son who fell out to look after him, was with him till he died, and he 

tells me that your son did not speak after falling and appeared to be in no pain, and that he died 

within a minute or two. It was quite dark at the time and I did not know where he was hit, but I 

imagine from the painlessness of his death, it must have been in some vital part of the body. You 

will receive back from the Royal Army Medical Corps, who have buried him, any articles of 

value that he may have had on him. I am told there was nothing of this kind amongst his kit or I 

would have had it sent to you.  You have my deep sympathy and I am very sorry that your son 

should be the first loss to my platoon, for though we had not been together very long I 

recognised in him a good man, and a promising soldier. I can only hope that you will be able to 

find some little comfort in the thought that his end was in so fine and honourable a manner. If 

there is anything further that I can tell you. I shall be very pleased to do so, though I think you 

know all there is to know.  I am madam Your Obedient Servant, C.M. H .Pearce 2
nd

 Lieut, No 

12 “Platoon, No 3 Com, 4 Bn, Coldstream Guards”. 

Hardman Savory 



 

 

John or Jack as he was more fondly known was the eldest 

son.  A member of the 234
th

 siege battery Royal Garrison 

Artillery, Jack had been deployed to France on the 25
th

 

January 1917, and would have been involved in using heavy 

artillery to destroy or knock out enemy artillery, ammunition 

dumps, stores, roads and railways behind enemy lines, as a 

consequence though the German artillery would retaliate 

shelling British and allied positions.  The Commonwealth 

War Graves records show that Jack is buried alongside eight 

of his comrades who all died on the same day as him which 

I believe points to their gun placement being shelled.  

Ironically the Savory family received the news of their son’s 

death the same day 8
th 

June 1917, as their youngest son 

William Henry enlisted. Having already lost one son in 

September 1915, it can only be imagined the terrible 

heartache the parents of these young men must have gone though. Thankfully William Henry 

survived the fate that his brothers succumbed to and was discharged on the 14
th

 October 

1919. Sadly Mrs Savory became ill shortly after 

the death of John and died four months later in 

November 1917 

Hardman’s Commanding Officer stated that 

Hardman had been shot on the 6
th

 and that it was 

quite dark at the time. Hardman’s death is 

registered in military records as occurring on the 

7
th

 October which can only  mean a mistake or 

that Hardman was shot at some time just prior to 

midnight on the 6
th

 passing away just after 

midnight thereby making the death entry for the 

7
th

 correct.  

 

 

 

Jack Savory 

The grave of Alice Ann Savory Gen C368A is inscribed 
with two memorial inscriptions to her fallen sons and 
“Sweet Rest At Last”. 


