
 

 

James Hacking – September 1874 

 

 
 

ALLEGED MANSLAUGHTER BACUP 

 

Yesterday an inquest was held at the Market Hotel, Bacup, before Mr Hargreaves, coroner, 

touching the death of Thomas Walsh, aged 48 a labourer, residing in Bankside, who it was 

alleged had met with bis death from violence at the hands of James Hacking, a weaver. 

Hacking was in attendance in the custody of the police. Mr Sykes appeared for him.  

 

On Saturday evening, about eight o'clock, deceased, who was drunk, went to the shop of Mr 

Saul Shepherd, butcher, Market-street. Entering the kitchen behind the shop, he commenced 

to sing and to make great noise. He afterwards stood against the wall, within about foot from 

the shop door. Hacking went up to him and asked him to go home, whereupon the deceased 

lifted his hand as if intending to strike him. The prisoner then seized him with the hand and 

pushed him backwards out of the shop.  

 

He fell down two steps and alighted upon the back of his head in the street. He was conveyed 

to his home in a perfectly unconscious state and remained so until his death, which took place 

a little before 8 o’clock on Sunday morning. Dr Whitaker.on examining the body, found large 

fracture, extending from the centre to the base of the skull on both sides, from which blood 

had flowed, forming a clot on the surface of the brain. This had produced compression of the 

brain and had thus caused death. 

 

The prisoner stated that when he asked the deceased to go home quietly the deceased struck 

him on the left side of the face, and offered to strike him a second time, but his foot slipped 

and he fell. The prisoner never touched him. The jury returned a verdict of manslaughter 

against the prisoner, who was committed upon the coroner's warrant to take his trial at the 

next Liverpool assizes. Afterwards, he was brought before the magistrates, and again 

committed to the assizes for trial. 

 

James was subsequently acquitted.  

 



 

 

 


