
 

 

Joseph William & 

Lawrence Robinson 

 

Joseph and Lawrence were 

the sons of Mr and Mrs M .J. 

Robinson of 9 Hannah Street. 

Joseph a member of 1
st
 Kings 

Liverpool regiment was 

killed on 3
rd

 May 1917, and is 

commemorated on the Arras 

Memorial.  

 

 

Lawrence the youngest son enlisted in May 1916, and was sent to France on 

March 1st 1917. Aged 20 when he died his mother received several letters 

following the official notices of his death one of them read: “Dear Mrs 

Robinson, I am sorry to inform you that the worst has befallen your son 

Lawrence. It happened on the night of the 26th July, when he with some men, 

were engaged on a piece of work. All was well until about midnight, when 

suddenly without any warning, the Germans started shelling. Your Lawrence 

was one of the unfortunate victims, and he was killed on the spot. He suffered 

no pain for his was an instantaneous death. No words of mime can ever express 

the heartfelt sorrow which I feel, for your loss is my loss, in more ways than one 

.He was a bosom pal of mine all the time we were in England, and was well 

liked by everyone who knew him. We shall miss him and none more than 

myself. For his cheerful disposition was always noticeable. Although not much 

consolation, I know it will fill your heart with a sorrowing pride, to know that 

your Lawrence died the death of a true British soldier. He has made the noble 

sacrifice, and though no words of mine can bring him back, I hope that time will 

heal the wound you have sustained in your great loss. All the boys join with me 

in sending you our deepest sympathy. If there is anything you would like to 

know I shall only be to please to let you know if possible. I will close now and 

beg to remain yours respectfully. Corporal Pilkington, D Company 2/4th ELR, 

B.E.F, France”. In the days leading up to his death Lawrence’s battalion had 



 

 

been working with the Royal Engineers on a light railway construction. On the 

24th July they were working on building a road through Nieuport Bains, and 

then training to unload pontoons & construct pontoon bridges. At some point 

Lawrence came under fire and was hit in the head and died immediately. 


