
 

Lance Corporal John Lambert 

Service Number 23345 

Date of  Death 28/12/1917 

3rd /9th Battalion East Lancashire Regiment 

Buried in Karasouli Military Cemetery 

Grave Reference F.1220 

 

John was the son of Thomas and Eliza Lambert and the brother of William whose story 
is featured on page 101. A single man John had lived in Waterfoot with his three sisters 
working at Trickett’s Gaghills slipper works. At the time of his death John was serving 
with the 9th battalion East Lancashire regiment which was part of the 65th brigade 22nd 
division. The division arrived in Salonika on the 5th November 1915.  

According to a letter which John’s Sister Jane received he was killed instantly when a 
shell hit the trench he was in. One letter from a friend of John’s said: “Being a pal of 
Jack's ever since we out in this wild country, and both joining the Machine Gun 
Section and being made Lance corporals together. I feel that the loss will not afford 
me any rest until I drop you a line. He was well loved by all the boys out here. and 
everyone spoke so well of him and feel his loss so greatly. It was on the night before 
we got -------- Jack was on duty with his machine gun team when the enemy shelled 
us and the shell struck the trench where Jack was. He and another man were 
instantly killed. They were both buried by the Padre just behind the -  line and each 
grave is marked with a cross;". Another letter written by the company Padre read: 
"I am the Padre who was attached to your brother's regiment and write to express 
my deep sympathy with you and his dear ones in the loss of your gallant brother on 
the night of December 29-30th. He was killed outright by a shell and suffered no 
pain. We buried him with the rites of the church in a little cemetery near the spot 
where he fell, his comrades standing round in silent sympathy”. Sadly John had been 
promoted just a few weeks before his death receiving his second stripe. 

 The Second-Lieutenant of the platoon to which John was attached, also wrote saying 
“that in Corporal Lambert he had lost one of his best men that John had been well 
liked by the company and they would miss him very much indeed”.  John was 
survived by his sisters and was awarded the Victory and British War medals and is 
buried in Karasouli Military Cemetery which was was begun in September 1916 for the 
use of casualty clearing stations on the Dorian front. At the Armistice, it contained about 
500 burials but was greatly increased when graves were brought in from other areas.  

 


