
 

 

Opening of the Bacup Market Hall 
Bacup Times of August 1867 

 
 
Following is a description of the building. The principal front of the building is in 
Queen Street, from which it is approached by a massive and handsome arched 
entrance, 18 feet in height with rusticated pilasters and carved keystone, above 
which is a pediment pierced with a circular opening, filled with ornamental glass, and 
surmounted by a moulded gable coping, forming the apex roof. The two wings on the 
right and left of the entrance are filled in with panels corbelled and above these are 
four circled headed windows.  
 
The frontage to Queen Street is 75 feet. The west elevation joining the police offices 
is divided into bays and with sunk panels and pilasters surmounted by cornices 
same as the principal front., and lighted by a series of segmental-headed windows., 
the sills of which form a continual string course with corbels in the panes. The west 
entrance is similar in design to that of the North, there is also a third entrance on the 
Southside, affording access to the building from the principal street. The roof of the 
Market House is of iron and glass, supported by cast-iron pillars and ornamental 
girders.  
 
The colouring of the roof and ironwork which has been most tastefully done by Mr 
Holmes, of Bacup and the introduction of ornamental coloured glass, give the interior 
of the market a very light and pleasant effect which is much increased at night by the 
additional light supplied by three large and handsome gas corona on chandeliers. 
The central area is fitted with a series of stalls of uniform design, and suitable for 



 

 

various trades. There are also 23 enclosed or lock-up shops around the interior. 
There are commodious and convenient, well lighted and ventilated and each 
supplied with a fireplace. In the basement there are also eight shops to be occupied 
for the sale of fish. 
 
In the rear of the building, there are suitable conveniences and ample water supply 
for all purposes. A conventional boardroom, waiting room, and office for the surveyor 
occupy the southerly end of the building and have independent access. The internal 
dimensions of the building are 137 feet, long by 71 wide. The total cost of the 
building will be about 6,000.  
 
The contractors for the various works are as follows. Mason’s work, brickwork, and 
flagging, by Messrs Shepherd and Nuttall, of Bacup. The joiners work Messrs J J 
Pilling, of Newchurch, the iron roof, Mr Underwood, Liverpool, slating Mr John 
Rushton, plumbing and glazing, by Mr Robert Clegg, and the painting by Mr Holmes 
of Bacup.  
Mr Joseph Brierley of Blackburn is the architect and the superintendents of the 
building have been most ably carried out by his principal assistant Mr John Simpson. 
Described by John Maden Holt "  
 
This will be one of the Lions of Bacup" a place of which every stranger will be 
brought to look at. 
  
 

 


