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Aged 33 at the time of his death Benjamin had been a Private in the Lancashire Fusiliers, serving 
for two years and four months. Shortly after being demobilized in December 1918, Benjamin 
suffered from a seizure. Previous to joining up he had worked as a quarryman. During his time 
in France he had at one time been blown out of a dugout. After being returned to England for 
treatment he was sent back to France when recovered only to be hit by a bullet in the hand 
within a week of returning to the front.  He was the eldest son of Mr Thomas and Mrs Holgate 
of 33 Lee Wood who sadly also lost another son Thomas, who is also in this book. Benjamin 
was buried on the 11th July. His medal award was the Victory and British War Medals, his grave 
is not visible.  

 

Shortly after typing up Benjamin’s obituary I came across the following entry from the 
Bacup Times June 2nd 1917. 

Blown from a Dug-Out 

Bacup Soldiers Marvellous Escape 

On Friday May 25th Mrs Holgate, 1 Hill Street, Bacup received a letter from her husband 
Private Benjamin Holgate, No 282475, Light Trench Motor Battery, Infantry Brigade, 
British Expeditionary Force, France, stating that recently he was in a dug-out with five 
other soldiers, when a shell came from the enemy killing two of them, and injuring two 
others. The shock, he says, “blew me up the steps into the trench”. The old fritz dropped 
a shell right through the top, and it shook me so that I am not the same man now that I 
used to be, it shook my nerves so much; but I hope it will not be long before it is over; so 
that we can all be happy in Blighty again.  

Pte Holgate enlisted on August 30th, 1916 and he has been in France about three months. 
Formerly he worked on Messrs’ Joshua Hoyle and Son’s motor. It is presumed that he is 
now at a rest station but he gives no particulars as to his exact whereabouts, though it is 
concluded he must be suffering severely from shock, judging from the terrible ordeal he 
has passed through.  



 


