
 

 

Rock House 

Was built by John Hoyle, the second son of Joshua, founder of the eponymous textile empire, 

in 1852, only the two younger brothers remained active in the company after their father's 

death and he eventually moved to Boston Spa, Tadcaster with £4,000 to set up his own 

business, at which time the house became the home of Robisnon Smith son of Richard Smith 

( see Oak House). By June 1877, Robinson had moved to Springbank House, Stacksteads and 

from this date, the house had several members of the medical profession as occupants. The 

first was Dr Snell who was advertising in June 1877 “for a capable young man to collect 

debts”.  

Four years later, moving from premises at Irwell Cottage the house became home to Dr 

William J Clegg who had qualified at both Edinburgh and the Sorbonne before establishing 

his practice in Bacup. A prime mover for the building of public libraries and baths, he served 

as Mayor on two occasions. The first time in 1885-86 and then 1892-93 when he died in 

office on Saturday 8
th

 April 1893, from a blood clot on the brain aged 64, his funeral process 

extending from Rock House to the end of Market Street.  

 

Dr Samuel Tongue Brooks was the next doctor to take up residence at Rock House until his 

move to Forest House at which time a non-medical resident Mr Hargreaves Sutcliffe a 

Director of Ross Mill took up residence, living there until his death from appendictitis on 13
th

 

February 1912.  

Following Mr Hargreaves came Dr Arnold Rothwell Taylor who set up his practice in 1913, 

serving as a Captain in the Royal Army Medical Corps during the Great War. In 1923 he was 

appointed Police Surgeon and was involved with the St Johns Ambulance. He was, it is said, 

known to like a drink and on one occasion a bemused recipient of a visit opened the door to 



 

 

find no one there. Dr Taylor had fallen over and was found supine in the bushes beside the 

front door. 

Dr Taylor died on 19
th

 January 1933 from pneumonia a complication of the Flu he had 

contracted earlier leaving an estate valued at  £20,226.6s.10d to his wife Jeanie.  

In 1938 the house was bought by Dr McVean who lived there with his wife Ruth and son 

Richard. On one occasion he returned from holiday to find that a horse had fallen off the bank 

above, through his garage roof. He was well known for carrying out post mortems in his role 

as Police Surgeon with a glass of whiskey at his side and a cigarette in his mouth with a long 

plume of ash that never seemed to fall off. Dr McVean retired in 1967 and moved to 

Bournemouth, at which time the house was bought by Dr John Llewllyn Jones the last of the 

medical men to live there.  

 


