
 

 

  

Writing to his wide, who resided at 

10, Fenton Street, Whitelees Road, 

Littleborough, Corporal J Rostron, of 

the3rd Batt. Coldstream Guards, and 

son of Mrs Rostron of Noon Sun 

House, Stacksteads, in answer to 

pressing inquiries, states how he won 

the Distinguished Conduct Medal at 

the front. The fact that Corporal Rostron had achieved 

this distinction was reported in the Times on the 10th 

April in his letter the Corporal says:-  You keep on 

asking me how I won my D.C. M. I myself did not 

intend to make it known until the war was over, but I 

will now give you a few details as to how it happened. 

As to when it happened I have forgotten the date but it 

was about the 18th March. There was a little village just 

about 300 yards behind our firing line where we have 

about 400 men billeted, and in the same lace there was 

one of our bomb factories, of which I had the door key. 

This factory contained a good supply of high explosive 

bombs. The Germans commenced to shell the village 

very hard, and whilst I was in the firing line, I turned 

round to watch the shells burst. The I noticed that those 

who were firing must be among at the bomb factory, as 

all the shell fell very close to it. Before I could move 



 

 

one of them had gone through the roof and set the place 

on fire.  Having noticed that fact I set off at the double 

down the communication trench to get to the factory, 

but before I could reach it the roof had gone, and the 

flames were flying high. The shelling ceased and the 

Germans waited for the village and the troops around to 

be blown up.  That, however, never came, because 

before it could happen I had taken all the bombs out. 

Probably this saved the lives of many soldiers, but 

whilst it was being done she flames were flying all 

around me. It was a day I shall never forget, even 

though I have already forgotten its date. It seem to me 

that the whole things was simply the spoiling of a well 

laid German scheme.    

 

 

 


