
 

 

Spencer & Samuel Turner Spencer 

 

Spencer and Samuel were the sons of James Taylor and 

Alice Turner of 20 Brown Street Bacup. The Bacup 

Times of November 7th 1914 displayed a list of officers 

and men who had either joined or re-joined the colours. 

Spencer, a member of the Bacup Company of the 1 /5th 

East Lancashire Territorials was amongst the men shown on the list. By the time 

the newspaper was being read by its readers he was already in Egypt having 

sailed from Southampton on the 10th September. Spencer was the third.  

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by Commonwealth and 

French forces in an attempt to force Turkey out of the war, to relieve the 

deadlock of the Western Front in France and Belgium, and to open a supply 

route to Russia through the Dardanelles and the Black Sea. On the 10th May 

1915, Spencer landed at Cape Helles in the Dardanelles. On the 26th May 1915, 

Spencer’s battalion became the 126th brigade 42nd East Lancashire division. It 

is highly likely that Spencer was killed during the Third Battle of Krithia, which 

began at noon on the day Spencer died 4th June, preceded by an artillery 

barrage of eighteen pound artillery.  

Within 90 minutes of the attack's commencement the only effective progress 

had been made by Spencer’s division, even so the casualties were high with 

4,200 British troops killed, Spencer sadly being one of these. His parents 

received several letters giving the news that Spencer had lost his life in the 

fighting. A few days later the Turners were contacted by their eldest son Private 

Charles Turner a member of the permanent staff at Woolwich Arsenal he told 

them that his brother Spencer had been officially reported missing since June 

the 18th . Two months later in August the news was received from the War 

Office that Sergeant Spencer had in fact been killed in action. He is 

commemorated on the Helles Memorial.  

 

Samuel  was aged 29 when he was killed on 14th April 1918. Samuel had first 

enlisted into the Essex Regiment, but towards the end of 1915 Samuel 

transferred into the newly formed Machine Gun Company, who were 

considered to be an elite group. Selected For their marksmanship from other 



 

 

battalions they were often called ‘the suicide club’. Samuel’s battalion was part 

of the 29th Division they took part in the various battles during the German 

Spring offensive the 29th Division was heavily engaged in the battle of the Lys 

in April 1918, fighting on the Messines Ridge, in the battle of Hazebrouck and 

the battle of Bailleul. The 29th Division along with the 31st put up a stubborn 

fight over the 11th and 13th April but after heavy losses probably in which 

Samuel died, the Germans advanced and took the town on the 15th April 1917. 

He is commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial 

 


