
Thomas henry died at the Battle or Flers-Courcelette, part of the Somme 

Offensive in 1916 - he died near Ginchy Picardy France. 

 From the war diary of the 3rd battalion Coldstream Guards: 14th Sept 1916.At 

7.50 pm moved to trenches near GINCHY, relieving 2nd Grenadier Guards 

about midnight. the Bn. took up position for assault. Dispositions: No. 1 Coy 

Right Front. No.2 Coy Left Front No. 4 Coy RF Support. No.3 Coy LF Support. 

2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards on Right. K.O.Y.L.I. on Left. 15th Sept 1916.At 

6am the K.O.Y.L.I. & 1 Tank advanced on our left to clear our flank, where the 

situation was somewhat obscene. At 6.20am the assault was launched. The Bn 

went over in 4 1/2 coy. waves at 50 paces interval. The attack was met with 

great opposition from the sunken road about 500 yards from our trenches. After 

this had been overcome the GREEN line was taken without much opposition. 

Here the Bn. reorganised, then pushed forward to the BROWN line, which the 

enemy had evacuated. Consolidation was begun. About 6pm the enemy made a 

counter attack which was easily repulsed.  

After dark rations, water & ammunition were brought up. 16th Sept 1916. Bn. 

busy consolidating BROWN line. Total casualties: Offis. 11 OR. 414 Also on 

that day The Battalion commander won a VC John Vaughan Campbell VC 

CMG DSO V.C. Award Campbell was 39 years old, and a temporary 

lieutenant-colonel commanding the 3rd Battalion, Coldstream Guards, British 

Army, during the First World War when the following deed took place for 

which he was awarded the VC. On 15 September 1916 at Ginchy, France, 

during the Battle of the Somme, Lieutenant Colonel Campbell took personal 

command of the third line when the first two waves of his battalion had been 

decimated by machine-gun and rifle fire. 

 He rallied his men and led them against the enemy machine-guns, capturing the 

guns and killing the personnel. Later in the day he again rallied the survivors of 

his battalion and led them through very heavy hostile fire. His personal 

gallantry and initiative at a very critical moment enabled the division to press on 

and capture objectives of the highest tactical importance. 


