
 

 

Private William Henry Clegg 

Service Number 45454 

Date of  Death 24/04/1918 

18th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 

Grave Reference CE F 266  

 

Aged 24 at the time of his death William had 
worked before enlistment in 1916, at Waterbarn Woollen mill. After training in Owestry, he then 
went on to Dorset before coming home to Bacup on leave in September 1917 before leaving for 
France the same month. On March 21st, the enemy launched the largest offensive of the war, on 
the Somme front. Known as the Kaiserschlacht, it was designed to destroy the over-stretched 
British Fifth Army. William’s battalion was part of the 104th brigade 35th division and was part 
of the Fifth Army.  

By the 26th March William’s battalion was in retreat and had taken up positions at a place called 
“Happy Valley”, this was a place that in 1916 during the 1st battle of the Somme had been a rest 
camp. The Germans followed and following fierce fighting, William’s battalion was ordered to 
withdraw. After being cut off and rescued by the 17th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, Williams’s 
battalion eventually made it to the outskirts of Buire. At some point during this action William 
was wounded.  

On the 1st April 1918, William, was admitted to hospital after being wounded in action with the 
result that his left foot had to be amputated he was also suffering severely from Shell Shock. His 
sister Mrs Ogden Hacking visited him at Whipps Cross Hospital, Leytonstone, London for a few 
days but he made little progress. William was the only son of Mr and Mrs Henry Clegg, of 541 
Newchurch Road, Bacup, they were notified by telegram that their son had died at 8.40 the 25th 
April, his burial taking place five days later on the 30th.  William was awarded the Victory and 
British War medals and is commemorated on the war memorial of Tunstead Holy Trinity 
Church. 

 


