
 

 

 

 

 

John Matthews – January 1889 

 

 
 

John Matthews, 32, labourer Newgate, Bacup was charged on remand with the wilful murder 

of his wife Mary Matthews, the 2nd inst.  Prisoner and deceased were heard quarrelling about 

one o'clock on Wednesday morning deceased was asked to say to her husband not to murder 

her.  Prisoners sister said Matthews knocked ber up at about half-past two Wednesday 

morning and asked her to go and see his wife as she was ill. She went and found deceased in 

bed, and large pool of blood on the floor. She spoke to deceased, who replied that she would 

all right in the morning and did not refer to any quarrel   

 

Dr Barclay said deceased must have been dead or in dead faint from which she never 

recovered when she was put bed, as there was no blood on the bed. There were some stains 

on the counterpane, which appeared to have been in the water to wash out the stains.    

Deceased's clothes had been pulled off hurriedly. Her dress was torn at the waist, the staylace 

had been cut instead of unfastened, the shoulder strap corset had been torn loose, a portion of 

the staylace  waa found in  the pool of blood on the floor, the strings of one of her  skirts had 

been cut, and the other had been torn open where it was pinned, the pin being doubled up and 

left in, and corresponding part of the dress torn. There was only one wound body, a puncture 

wound on the right shin, which might have been caused by a kick with clogs which the 

prisoner was wearing.   

 

It was recent infliction. On making a post-mortem examination of body he found all the 

organs bloodless but healthy. The death was haemorrhage from the wound on the leg. In his 

opinion, a person would bleed to death in half-hour from such a wound.  He did not think it 

was possible for deceased to have spoken to the prisoner's sister as she had deposed, after 



 

 

losing alt the blood found ou the floor.  He believed the wound which caused death was done 

with violence.    

   

The wound on the shin had evidently been washed after it had ceased bleeding. but there 

were bloodstains on the ankle and sole the foot. 

    

The prisoner did not say anything in answer to the charge, except that was not guilty and was 

committed take his trial at the next Manchester Assises on the capital charge.  

  

Despite having been convicted 20 times previously for drunkenness and assault the jury 

found him guilty of manslaughter and Commisoner Williams sentenced him on the 25th 

February to 2 months imprisonment.    


